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Clupea harengus trnnaeus t75a 

P"acific Herring:­

Herring; are: very corrmon· through out Bristol !lay- during. 

their spring:· spawning, cycle... They utilize-much of the Fucu~ 
.... 

and !ostera.:,sea,~weed 'beds, in the area .to Tay their- eggs on .. 

Map FIGURE IT show.s. the area~. ~here herring were known· to have: 

utilized fo,- spawr:r:ing~ - This, list.fng. is. mos.t_Ti~eTy not complete 
. -~ 

and: herring probably..,w_i_l r be found using. other· areas. - ' 

Herri~g probably hav_e -the greatest commercial fishery 
. i . - - . • 

potentiaf of the non_.;salmo1a.-ri·snes of Bristol Bay .. The 

spawni·ng population· appear$ _t?. be. quite Targe.
- - ~ ... - .. 

-:-. £n 1975 ,. · :spe~n l.og__?ta r:ted. a round 26 May and was st i 11 
- ~,. ­

in 'progress on 15' June<.. It appeared that \-1aves of herring 

·- -- .. ·- - . ­ - ~· 

would hi~ the beaches, spawn and then schools would break up 

and the spent herring would disperse th~ough out the area • . 

The movement of the spent herring appea·red to be in a- west-­

erl y direction as seen by tha .catching of spent herring to 

the. west of any observed spawning, Hage~eister Stra~t and 

nea1 Cape Newenharrr. 

Map FIGURES t~~. is-, and tf.:t shows the distribution of herring 

schools and spawning areas by the date of the survey. Surveying 

was done by arrplane. 

FIGURE ~3 ·shows the length frequency of a sample taken 

in Nushagak Bay at Protection Piont on 4 June 1975. The 
. . 

size of the herring in this sample is biased because they 

were taken in a gill net .with a stret~h mesh size of 3 inches. 

Although sane of these herring were sexually ripe, neither 

spawning herring or their spawn was located in·Nushagak Bay. 

The 1975 commercial operation · on herring roe on kelp 

and ripe herring for their sack roe centered in Metervik 
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FIGURE l4. Clupea harenqus Paci"flc Herring 

I 

29 to 31 May )975 · 


Herring spawning;~ ., 


Herring school~ by nurnbfr of ~chool~~-;·0'1 f 
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M'aTTotus v it losus: (Muf T'er)., T777 .r - · ·.=-­
: . :Capetfrr; 

- ...... ..:..·..;:- _ ... 

-


. . 
i'ne spawning; popu ra.ti on:· cif= Capel irr rs. very 1arge: in~ 

-·. 
S:r-i sto r B"ay. rruring;- thefi- _spawning: irr June,. Capel in· were 

uti (izing ' aJ l the: fine gravel beaches: ' i rr the. area- surveyed 

from. the Nu.$hagak Peninsula: to. Cape Newenhartt and aTong the 
-~f-~- . 

s.outh side o.f Kuskokwirrr Bay,_ see the. map·,, Fl GURES:· 32..'4~J. '3'~ 

Spawning~ and bal Ts of unspawned Capel in- were ·obServed 

fram· 30: May. to rs- June 19.I..~,. with the trend· being· · t·h~c·· · ··Sp°awning 

prog_ressed fr6m· the. sou th to. the. north... · 
.. . 

S-ecause of therr- smal r srze~ the trawl ·: samples are. strongry 

biased towards the l'argest s.i zed fish .. . . 
~"';.
:' Subsistence utilization~of the Capel in is. very minor-

with some being taken with dip nets along the- north side of 

Togiak Bar from near Togiak v.il lage to. Tongue Point. 
.. 

A- comnercial operator ·-reported that they might. be worth 

2 t~ 3 cents per pound if he could be sure of obtarning a 

million pounds- or more. per year. There was a small commercial 

samp 1 e taken a few yea r-s ago.. ·­

X length Range Sample 
~pecies minimum maximum size 

o·smerus eoerl anus 134. l+ 62 182 65 

Ma 11 otu s villosus 130.2 11 0 146 4 
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. IGURE 32· Mal lotus v'illosus Muller,1/',
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. GURE 33. Mal lotus vlllosus Muller,1777
Capel In ·.,.. ·"~' 

.. 
Spawning distribution~ Bristol Bay, 

. ., ··... · Spawning ~reas~ ,. 
. 

Capelin·schools by number of schools; -H.t,,.·.. .
11 •'. ..Survey of 15 June 1975 
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